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10.00am 

Easter Day – 2026 
 

Nau mai, haere mai. 
 

The musical setting for our Eucharist today  
is Mozart’s Coronation Mass. 

The Director of Music is Anthony Tattersall,  
with the Cathedral Choir and Cathedral Strings. 

 
The Presiding Priest and Preacher  

is the Acting Dean, The Very Reverend Alister Hendery 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 
Introit: Now the Green Blade Riseth - Lindley 
 
Processional Hymn: 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  
 
This is the day which the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We remain standing as the choir sings the Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
We kneel or sit. 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life:  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you forgive our sins:  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread:  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

In silence before God,  
we confess our sins. 
 
Silence 
 
God forgives you.  
Be at peace. 
 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
 
Glorious Lord of Life,  
we praise you, that by the mighty resurrection of your Son, 
you have delivered us from sin and death 
and made your whole creation new; 
grant that we who celebrate with joy 
Christ’s rising from the dead, 
may be raised from the death of sin 
to the life of righteousness; 
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever.  Amen. 
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The Proclamation 
 

The Readings 
 

A reading from Acts 10:34-43 
 

After the reading 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 – sung by the choir 
 

We give thanks to you O Lord for you are gracious:   
  and your love endures for ever. 
Let the house of Israel say: 
  ‘God’s love endures for ever.’ 
The Lord is my strength and my defence:  
   and has become my deliverer. 
There are shouts of joy and deliverance 
   in the tents of the righteous: 
   the right hand of the Lord does mighty things. 
The right hand of the Lord raises up:    
   the right hand of the Lord does mighty things. 
I shall not die but live:     
   and proclaim what the Lord has done. 
The Lord indeed has punished me:    
   but did not give me over to death. 
Open to me the gates of the temple:    
   that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord:    
   through which the righteous shall enter. 
I will thank you because you have answered me:   
   and you have become my deliverer. 
The stone which the builders rejected:   
   has become the head of the corner. 
This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day which the Lord has made:   
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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A reading from Colossians 3:1-4 
 

After the reading 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
o Ministry with children is available during the Sermon and 

Prayers of the People. This group moves to the back of the Cathedral 
during the Gospel hymn and returns for The Peace.  

 
Gospel Hymn 
 

See what a morning, gloriously bright 
with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 
Folded the grave-clothes 
tomb filled with light, 
as the angels announce Christ is risen! 
See God’s salvation plan, wrought in love, 
borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 
Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, for He lives, 
Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

See Mary weeping: ‘Where is he laid?’ 
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 
hears a voice speaking, calling her name: 
It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
The voice that spans the years, 
speaking life, stirring hope, 
bringing peace to us, 
will sound till he appears, 
for He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 
through the Spirit  
who clothes faith with certainty. 
Honour and blessing, glory and praise 
to the King crowned 
With power and authority! 
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And we are raised with him, 
death is dead, love has won 
Christ has conquered; 
and we shall reign with him, 
for He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 Stuart Townend  & Keith Getty 
 

We remain standing. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 20:1-18 
Praise and glory to God. 
 

After the reading: 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to Christ the Word.  
 
The Sermon 
 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the dead, we remember that through the Easter mystery we have 
died and been buried with him in Baptism, so that we may rise 
with him to a new life within the family of his Church. I invite us 
to renew the promises made at Baptism, affirming our allegiance 
to Christ, and our rejection of all that is evil. 
 
We turn to face the font. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the Virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead.  
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   On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven,  
   is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God. 
From the beginning, believers have continued in the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers.  
 
Will you commit yourself to this life?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

Will you forgive others as you are forgiven?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

Will you seek to love your neighbour as yourself,  
and strive for peace and justice?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

Will you accept the cost of following Jesus Christ  
in your daily life and work?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

With the whole Church will you proclaim by word and action 
the Good News of God in Christ?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 
Praise God who made heaven and earth,  
whose promise endures for ever. 
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We thank you God for your love in all creation,  
   especially for your gift of water  
   to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.  
We thank you that through the waters of baptism  
   you cleanse us, renew us by your Spirit  
   and raise us to new life.  
In the new covenant we are made members of your Church  
   and share in your eternal kingdom.  
Therefore, in joyful obedience to Christ,  
   we celebrate our fellowship in him through faith.  
We pray that all who pass through the waters of baptism  
   may continue for ever in the risen life  
   of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom,  
   thanksgiving and honour, power and might,  
  be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!  
 
As we sing the following hymn the priest sprinkles us with the 
baptismal waters. 
 

Christ is alive, and the universe must celebrate, 
and the stars and the suns shout on this Easter Day! 
Christ is alive, and his family must celebrate 
       in a great alleluia, a great alleluia 
to praise the power that made the stone roll away. 
 

Here is our hope: in the mystery of suffering 
is the heartbeat of Love, Love that will not let go, 
here is our hope, that in God we are not separate, 
       and we sing alleluia, we sing alleluia 
to praise the power that made the stone roll away. 
 

Christ Spirit, dance through the dullness of humanity 
to the music of God, God who has set us free! 
You are the pulse of the new creation's energy; 
       with a great alleluia, a great alleluia 
to praise the power that made the stone roll away. 

Words: Shirley Murray. Music Gillian Bray 
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Almighty Father,  
grant that we your children  
may never be ashamed  
to confess the faith of Christ crucified,  
but continue his faithful servants to our lives’ end;  
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.  
 
We sit or kneel 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus,  
for you have triumphed gloriously. 
We pray for the world entrusted to our care:  
for those in positions of authority,  
especially those who have the power to bring peace to those 
places inflicted with conflict. 
Roll away the stones of hatred and greed.  
Transform us with your spirit of justice and peace  
that all people may share in the freedom of your risen life.  
Risen God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus,  
for you have cancelled the power of sin. 
We pray for the worldwide church:  
for those who minister within our Cathedral parish,  
and all who renew their baptismal promises today.  
Roll away the stones of discord and unbelief.  
Transform your church with your spirit of wisdom and truth  
that we may witness to your risen life.  
Risen God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus,  
for you show us the power of love. 
We pray for the communities in which we live and work:  
for our families, friends and all whom we love;  
for those who are forgotten and undervalued.  
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Roll away the stones of apathy and selfishness.  
Transform our lives with your spirit of love and forgiveness  
that we may share in the joy of your risen life.  
Risen God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus,  
for you bring us hope when all seems lost. 
We pray for those who suffer:  
for the lonely and friendless;  
for the sick and sorrowing and all who care for them.  
Roll away the stones of pain and despair.  
Transform the lives of all who suffer with your comfort  
that they may share in the hope of your risen life.  
Risen God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus,  
for you have broken the bonds of death. 
We give thanks for your people of every age  
who have followed you in trust and love.  
Transform our lives, by your risen power, that we,  
with all your saints,  
may share in the glory of your risen life.  
Risen God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Peace  
 

We stand 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
Peace be with you!  
Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. Alleluia!  
 

We may share a sign of peace with those about us.  
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The Preparation of the Gifts  
 
The altar is prepared, and our offerings are presented  
as we sing the offertory hymn: 
  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb. 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. Refrain 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Refrain 
 
To you, Lord, belongs the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory and the majesty. 
All that is in the heavens and the earth is yours, 
and of your own we give you. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

We remain standing, though feel free to sit if needs be. 
 
The Lord is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
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It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in places 
to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. 
 

You are the source of all life and goodness; 
through your eternal Word  
you have created all things from the beginning 
and formed us in your own image. 
 

When we sinned and turned away  
you called us back to yourself 
and gave your Son to share our human nature. 
You raised him to life triumphant over death;  
you exalted him in glory. 
By his victory over death, the reign of sin is ended, 
a new age has dawned,  
a broken world is restored and we are made whole once more.  
  

In him you have made us a holy people 
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit. 
 

Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, 
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; 
on the night before he died  
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body  
which is given for you;  
do this to remember me. 
 



 13 

After Supper he took the cup; 
when he had given you thanks,  
he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you,  
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it,   
to remember me. 
 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come in glory. 
 

Therefore loving God, 
recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
his suffering and death,  
his resurrection and ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life 
and this cup of salvation. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive 
may be to us the body and blood of Christ, 
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, 
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 
 

United in Christ  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, O God, 
in songs of everlasting praise. 
 

Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
here and everywhere 
now and forever. Amen. 
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The Communion 
 

The risen Christ is in our midst, and so we pray, singing 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
    on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The priest breaks the bread in silence 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share the one bread. 
 
Come God’s people;  
come to receive Christ’s heavenly food.  
 
The priest and people receive communion 
All who are baptised are welcome to receive communion. 
 

o Prayer ministry is available in the Resurrection Chapel during 
the communion time. 

o Communion is offered in both kinds (bread and wine) though 
     feel free to receive only the bread.  
o We do not, for health reasons, dip the bread in the wine. This  
       makes it safer for us all. 
o Gluten free wafers are available from the person administering 

the bread.  
 

Communion Motet: Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem - Stanford 
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Prayer After Communion  
 

All you who have been baptised  
have been clothed with Christ. Alleluia. 
 
Christ, you are risen from the dead.  
We are risen with you.  
May our life never deny this eternal life,  
this peace and hope and joy.  
Praise and glory to the God of life  
who is stronger than all kinds of death. Alleluia! 
 
The Dismissal of the Community 
 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life, and the blessing 
of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Final Hymn 

 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ has brought us over,  
with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents,  
may hear so calm and plain  
his own ‘All hail!’ and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain. 
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Now let the heavens be joyful!  
Let earth her song begin! 
The round world keep high triumph,  
and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord has risen,  
our joy that has no end.  

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.   
Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.   
Alleluia. Alleluia! 
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