1%t Sunday of Advent (A)
Wake Up to Hope: Living Today in God’s Future
Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

Advent marks the beginning of the Church year. It offers a fresh start, a new chapter in God’s story
with us. New beginnings stir hope. They remind us that life is not locked in the past but open to God’s
future. Advent whispers that saying: “Today is the first day of the rest of your life.” But more than that
— it’s the first day of God’s new work in you.

There’s something about a new year that makes us pause. We look back at what has been, but we also
look forward with anticipation. Advent invites us to do the same spiritually: to ask, What is God calling
us toward? What new thing might God do among us? What does God have in store for us?

The word Advent means “coming.” It’s a season of expectation — a time when we prepare for Christ’s
coming. Over the next few weeks, we will turn our hearts toward Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus.
But Advent doesn’t begin there. It begins with the end — with God’s ultimate future for all creation.

If we want to make a good beginning, then we must keep the end in view. Having a goal gives us energy
and purpose. Training at the gym has taught me this. You set goals, you push forward, achieve “PBs ”
and you stretch beyond what you thought possible. It seems to me; faith is like that. Advent calls us
to spiritual training — to stretch toward God’s future. What if we approached our discipleship like
that? Always asking: What’s my next step toward Christ?

Isaiah gives us a breathtaking picture of God’s ultimate goal:

Peoples streaming to the mountain of the Lord.
Nations laying down weapons. No more war. No more fear.

This is not wishful thinking — it’s God’s promise. And hope in Scripture is never fragile optimism. It’s
confident expectation because God is faithful. Over and over, God keeps promises. That’s why we dare
to hope.

Imagine that day: swords hammered into ploughshares, tanks turned into tractors, missiles melted
down to make garden tools. Isaiah’s vision is radical — it's a world where violence is not inevitable,
where peace is not a dream but a reality. Advent says: That future is coming. And we are called to live
toward it now. To work for it.

Paul writes to the Romans:

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
Wake up! Get dressed in Christ!

Advent is a wake-up call. It says: Stop sleepwalking through life. Don’t waste these precious daylight
hours. Put on Christ — his character, his love, his peace, his justice. Every morning we dress for the
day. Advent says: Dress for eternity. Wrap yourself in Christ.

So ask yourself: How will | treat others today? How will | speak about them? Will | let Christ shape my
words, my actions, my heart, my priorities? Paul’s urgency reminds us: faith is not a hobby; it's a way
of life. And the time is now.



Matthew tells us that God’s coming will surprise us — not in cataclysmic drama, but in the midst of
ordinary life — while we’re preparing dinner; mowing the lawns; sending emails; helping a neighbour
— doing the routine stuff of life.

The Son of Man comes when we least expect it. The phone rings. A knock at the door. Life changes in
an instant. God appears in the ordinary. So, live with intention. Live awake. Live ready.

This is not about fear — it’s about attentiveness. It’s about living every moment as if it matters —
because it does. God is in the details. God is in the interruptions. God is in the ordinary stuff.

Advent is not passive waiting — it is active hope. It means living today as if God’s future is already
breaking in. We wait for Christ to come again and complete the kingdom that has begun among us.
But as we wait, we act — for justice, for peace, for love. That’s what hope looks like.

Hope is not sitting back and wishing things were different. Hope rolls up its sleeves. Hope feeds the
hungry, comforts the lonely, speaks truth, confronts injustice, and works for peace. Hope says: God'’s
future is coming — and | will live as if it’s already here.

So wake up. Get dressed in Christ. Love deeply. Work for peace. Live this day — the first day of the
rest of your life — as if Christ might knock on your door before sunset.

Today is a new day. God is doing a new thing. Let’s live it with hope.

God of hope and new beginnings,

on this first day of Advent,

wake us from our sleep and clothe us in Christ.

Open our eyes to see your presence in the ordinary moments of life.
Give us courage to live as people of hope —

active, expectant, and faithful.

Shape our words and actions so that they reflect your love and peace.
As we wait for the coming of Christ,

make us ready to welcome him today and every day.
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